
Dear Colleagues,    

NJMTA had another ter-

rific year as an organiza-

tion. Our board mem-

bers are superb volun-

teers who put in their 

countless hours of effort 

to make our organization 

thrive. Our teachers are 

top rated pedagogues 

who make our students 

better musicians and 

human beings. I can go 

on and on. 

But, first, I am proud to 

announce that we have 

national winners at the 

MTNA conference at Mil-

waukee, WI in March. 

Queen Luo, a 13-year -

old flutist and a student 

of Joseph Lu, was the 1st 

Place Winner of the 

MTNA Woodwind Junior 

Division. Christina Lee 

and Andrew Liou, both 

students of Dr. Julia Lam 

were awarded the Third 

Place for the Senior Pi-

ano Duet Competition. 

What an achievement in 

the national level! Join 

me in congratulating 

them and their teachers. 

  

Veda Zuponcic was des-

ignated as a MTNA 

Foundation Fellow for 

2011. We congratulate 

her for receiving this 

honor for individuals 

who have made a signifi-

cant difference in the 

music world. Veda has 

been a long time NJMTA 

member whose illustri-

ous careers as per-

former, master teacher 

and administrator are 

recognized and 

awarded with a plaque 

during the Conference 

Gala. She continues to 

serve on the board as 

coordinator of the Re-

cital Audition in South 

Jersey center. NJMTA 

has been so blessed 

with Veda's assistance in 

securing a wonderful 

venue for our annual 

MTNA state auditions. 

Veda, we thank you and 

congratulate you!   

The annual Children 

Helping Children Per-

formathon continues to 

thrive under the leader-

ship of Betty Stoloff, 

Chair of Arts Advocacy, 

raising more than 

$16,000 for 3 locations of 

Ronald McDonald 

Houses in New Jersey 

this year (see details in 

articles).   

As the year is coming to 

a close, we want to wel-

come new board mem-

bers who will be joining 

our dynamic team - Phe-

mie Chien, Membership 

and Sophia Agranovich, 

Coordinator of the Re-

cital Audition in the 

North Jersey. Christina 

Xie, who have served 

with Jessica Tsai as one 

of the Recital Audition 

coordinators in Prince-

ton center, will take on a 

new position as the 

President -Elect. We 

have all witnessed how 

well Christina has man-

aged the complicated 

tasks as Recital Audition 

chair with ease and we 

are fortunate to have her 

as our next President -

Elect. Yelena Massotti 

who has served as Mem-

bership Chair will be in 

charge of the Commu-

nity Outreach. Elena 

Benedict, who has 

served on the board as 

the Composer Commis-

sion Competition be-

fore, will return as the 

Foundation Chair.     

Presidentõs Message 

Special points of inter-

est:  

¶ September 13th: MTNA State Compe-

tition Deadline 

¶ September 20th: Young Musicianõs 

Competition Deadline (Piano/

Chinese Instruments) & Master Class 

Audition 

¶ October 1st: Young Musicianõs Com-

petition Deadline (All other instru-

ments) 

¶ November 6th: Young Musicianõs 

Competition (Piano/Chinese Instru-

ments) & Master Class Audition 

¶ November 12th: MTNA State Compe-

tition & Young Musicianõs Competi-

tion (All other instruments) & High 

School Scholarship Competition 

¶ November 18thñ20th: NJMTA  2011 

State Conference 

¶ February 26th & March 4th: Piano 

Festival 

¶ March 18th & April 1st:  Piano Audi-

tions at WCC 

¶ April 15th: Piano Auditions at SHU 
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Special thanks go to Lillian 

Livingston, who served as chair of 

the Nomination Committee for the 

last two years, will assume new 

responsibility in the Performathon 

activities. We thank Larissa Kork-

ina for her contribution as Founda-

tion Chair and Yelena Massotti as 

Membership Chair.  

 

In closing, I want to thank Diane 

Hou, your incoming president, for 

her leadership in coordination of 

the conferences, her work in the 

website renovation and the sup-

port she has given me in the last 

two years. I look forward for her 

leadership. Please join me in wel-

coming our new president and 

new board members.  

 

I wish you all a very relaxed sum-

mer. May your passion and love 

for teaching continue to grow eve-

ryday.  

 

Sincerely,  

Chiu -Ling Lin  

NJMTA President  

Dear members of NJMTA,  

 

Please mark your calendars for No-

vember 18 - 20, 2011, and join us all to 

celebrate the 50 -Year Anniversary of 

NJMTA and MTNA Affiliation at our 

State Conference. With this special 

event, the up -coming new President 

of MTNA Benjamin Caton will be our 

special guest and join us at the con-

ference to celebrate this major mile-

stone of our organizations.  

 

This year, with the generous offer and spondsorship 

from Rider University, NJMTA Conference will be at 

Rider University, Lawrenceville NJ. Through the de-

voted effort of our very own members Ingrid Clarfield 

and Lillian Livingston ð faculty of Westminster Col-

lege, Rider University will be the primary location for 

NJMTA State Conference from here on. Thanks to their 

dedication to NJMTA.  

 

I have good news to report about the conference art-

2011 STATE CONFERENCE 

Celebrate NJMTA - MTNA 50-Year Affiliation Anniversary 
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ists we invited this year as well!  

 

Since we got the overwhelmed re-

sponses from Mr. Halim's performance 

last year, with popular demand, we 

are very pleased to announce that 

Edaurdus Halim will be back this year 

to not only perform at Lecture Recital 

but also to conduct the Advanced Mas-

ter Class. In the spirit of celebrating 

Liszt's 200 Year Anniversary in 2011, 

Mr. Halim will include Liszt's Transcendental Etudes as 

his lecture recital and performance repetoire. You 

would not want to miss this one!  

 

Another featured clinician will be Jennifer Linn, an 

accomplished composer, pianist, teacher and clinician 

from Hal Leonard. She will exhilarate us with an inter-

esting pedagogical presentation and a master class 

for the intermediate level students.   

 

In addition to these artistry sessions, our own distin-

guished teachers/artists will host two to three interest-

Presidentõs Message (Con.) 
Phyllis Lehrer will give 

2 workshops and a 

master class for the 

California Music 

Teachers' Association 

Conference, July 1 -5. 

Her workshops topics 

will be "Adventures in 

Contemporary Music 

for the Elementary and 

Intermediate Student, 

and The Inner Game of 

Music.  

Continued on Page 7 



        Thank You Teachers, Students, Families and Friends of NJMTA for sharing your time and energy and tal-

ents. 

 

     Thank you Westminster Choir College of Rider University for donating the hall space for this valuable pro-

gram.  

 

     We raised $16, 793.02  for the 3 Ronald McDonald Houses in New Jersey.  

 

     The NJMTA Children Helping Children Performathon continues to grow.  There were over 250 performers 

and 40 teachers involved throughout the February 26 th-27th 2011 Weekend.    There were 5 Recitals on Febru-

ary 26 th in Bristol Chapel and 8 Recitals on February 27 th in Williamson Hall.  Both locations are on the campus 

of Westminster Choir College of Rider University.  

 

     In addition to the glorious music, all of us were treated to a display of over 30 visual and written works.  Stu-

dents submitted works reflecting on òWhat Music Means to Meó.  Other works spoke to a particular composer, 

performance, or piece of music.  

 

    These works have been selected to be part of a summer Exhibit, òCaring Kids in the Communityó.  This ex-

hibit will be organized and sponsored  by the Princeton Historical Society.  The location is  the Updike Farm-

stead, 354 Quaker Road, Princeton, N.J.  The exhibit will open on July 20 th and will be open throughout the sum-

mer.  The exhibit is open the first Saturday and the third Wednesday of each month.  I hope many of you will be 

able to bring your students to the Updike Farmstead.  

 

    Looking to the futureé..Itõs not too early to put the 2012 Children Helping Children Performathon on your 

Calendar.  

 

     Here are our dates for the 2012 Children Helping Children Performathon:  

 

     February 25 th  and February 26 th , 2012ñ Bristol Chapel .  

 

     The NJMTA Children Helping Children Performathon continues to be a non -competitive music experience 

for students of all ages and levels of advancement.  We will again be raising money for the Ronald McDonald 

Houses in New Jersey.  The Houses provide a òhome-away-from -homeó for families whose child is undergoing 

intensive treatment in the nearby hospital.  

 

NJMTA looks forward to continuing our quest of combining artistic and civic spirit.  

 

Thank You! 

Betty Stoloff  

Arts Advocacy Chair  

NJMTA Children Helping Children Performathon  

      A Look Back at 2011éééééééOn to 2012! 
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PERFORMATHONñARTWORK and PHOTOS 

Above: Artwork on display at the 

2011 Performathon 

The summer exhibit òCaring Kids 

in the Communityó which features 

more artwork and videos, runs 

through Oct. 19th. Donõt miss it! 

Day 1  Photos! 

See next page for more photos! 



Page 5 Three Quarter Times  

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC  

Congratulations! 
 

The following students are to be congratulated on receiving the highest marks in their respective grades in the May 

2011 exams. 

PRACTICAL  

Grade 1          ALLISON LIU   141 (piano)  San Wa Ching  

Grade 2  JOSEPH WEISS 139 (piano)  Cathy Daub  

Grade 3  GEORGE SU  139 (piano)  Helen Jin Wang     

Grade 4  TIFFANY YUAN  141 (piano)  Helen Jin Wang  

Grade 5  ANGELA ZHAO  140 (piano)  Chiu -Tze Lin  

Grade 6   CRYSTAL CHIU  139 (violin)  Ingrid Tang  

  JACOB TYLES 139 (cello)  Mila Kozlova ð Milaõs Debut School 

Grade 7   BRENDAN WU   138 (violin)  Ivy Chang  

Grade 8   CAROLYN CHEN  139 (piano)  Susan Lou  

 

Plaques will be awarded to these students.  Allison Liu and Tiffany Yuan will receive additional awards since they received t he 

highest mark in the exam session.  

Congratulations to the teachers who coached and cajoled their students to reach such a high standard of all -round performance 

and excellence.  

THEORY  

Plaques were awarded to these students.  Allison Liu and Tiffany Yuan will receive additional award since she received the hi gh-

est mark in the exam session.  

Congratulations to the teachers who coached and cajoled their students to reach such a high standard of all -round performance 

and excellence.  

 

Teachers of advanced level students may be interested in receiving information on the ABRSM Certification program which is re cog-

nized in 99 countries around the world, and as such, has international recognition. It has 3 Diploma levels, DipABRSM, LRSM and 

FRSM. Information is available upon request from Chiu-Ling Lin at rep4abrsm@gmail.com  or 609-806-3919. 

PERFORMATHONñDay 2 Photos 

mailto:rep4abrsm@gmail.com


Vivian Fungñ2011 Commissioned Composer  
It is my pleasure to announce that Vivian Fung is the commissioned com-

poser of NJMTA, 2011, and created for us 4 wonderful pieces such as Folk 

Song, Primitive Dance, Keeping Time, and Javanese Court Song 

 

Vivian Fung  has distinguished herself among the foremost composers of 

her generation.   Since earning her doctorate from The Juilliard School in 

2002, Fung has increasingly embraced non -classical influences, includ-

ing jazz and non-Western sources such as Indonesian gamelan and folk 

songs from the minority regions of China.  The New York Times has de-

scribed her work as òevocative,ó and The Strad hails her Uighur -

influenced music as òvital as encountering Steve Reich or the Kronos for 

the first time.ó  Chicago Tribune  described Fungõs most recent work Yun-

nan Folk Songs as conveying òa winning rawness that went beyond exoti-

cism.ó 

  

Highlights of Fung's recent world premieres  include: Yunnan Folk Songs 

by Fulcrum Point New Music Project in Chicago;  new choral works by the 

acclaimed Suwon Civic Chorale in South Korea;   Chant by pianist Margaret Leng Tan at the Museum of 

Modern Art in New York;   Piano Concerto Dreamscapes by pianist Jenny Lin with Metropolis Ensemble 

in New York City;  and the standing -ovation premiere of her String   Quartet No. 2 commissioned by the 

Shanghai Quartet for its 25th anniversary season.  

  

Fungõs upcoming projects  include a composer spotlight at Americas Society in NYC featuring her 

works performed by the rising stars of Canadian music;   a new violin concerto for violinist Kristin Lee 

and the Grammy -nominated Metropolis Ensemble in New York City; the world premiere of a new work 

for full orchestra led by Gerard Schwarz to celebrate the Eastern Music Festivalõs 50th anniversary;  

and her Pizzicato for String Quartet for the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Centerõs Opening Night 

program, Fireworks! this coming September 2011.  

 

Fung has traveled extensively for her work.   In 2004, she traveled to Bali, Indonesia as part of the Asia 

Pacific Performance Exchange Program, sponsored by the UCLA Center for Intercultural Performance. 

 In summer 2010, as an ensemble member of Gamelan Dharma Swara, she completed a performance 

tour of Bali including competing in the Bali Arts Festival.  

  

Fungõs music has been commercially released  on the Telarc, Çedille, and Signpost labels.   She has an 

impressive body of compositions commissioned and performed by such ensembles as the Seattle Sym-

phony, San José Chamber Orchestra, Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, American String Quartet, Afiara 

String Quartet, Escher String Quartet, Music from China, and American Opera Projects to name a few.  

  

Fung has been composer -in-residence  of the Music in the Loft chamber music series in Chicago, the 

San José Chamber Orchestra, and the Billings Symphony.   She has also completed residencies at the 

MacDowell, Yaddo, and Banff arts colonies as well as two residencies at the Atlantic Center for the 

Arts.   Fung is the 2010 New York Foundation for the Artsõ Gregory Millard fellow.  She has received nu-

merous awards and grants from ASCAP, BMI, American Music Center, American Composersõ Forum, 

and the Canada Council for the Arts.  
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ing topics for the conference sessions. These sessions 

are designed to enrich our learnings and teachings. I 

would strongly encourage all members to take this op-

portunities to attend.   

 

There will be three winner recitals with the first one 

starting on the Friday evening of Nov. 18 and followed 

by one at the end of each conference date.   

 

Yes, it is going to be another invigorating, inspiring 

and motivating conference, not to mention the 50 -

year's celebration cake and the conference banquet. I 

am sure you will make every effort to join us. Looking 

forward to seeing you at the conference!   

 

Diane Hou   

President Elect, NJMTA  
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2011 STATE CONFERENCE (Con.) 

Born in Edmonton, Canada, Vivian Fung began com-

position studies with composer Violet Archer.   Other 

early influences  include her mentors David Diamond, 

Narcis Bonet, and Robert Beaser.  Fung is affiliated 

with The Juilliard School and is an associate com-

poser of the Canadian Music Centre.  

 

Fungõs works have increasingly become part of the 

core repertoire.   Recognized by the New York Times 

as òthe most memorable partó of the Ying Quartetõs 

concert at Weill Recital Hall, Fungõs Pizzicato was 

part of the quartetõs repertory for two seasons.  Her 

Glimpses for prepared piano is being embraced by 

a diverse group of pianists, including Margaret Leng 

Tan and Vicky Chow.   After the world premiere of 

Fungõs String Quartet No. 2 by the Shanghai Quartet 

at the Freer Gallery in Washington D.C., the Shang-

hais have included the work on their roster, includ-

ing giving the Canadian premiere at the Edmonton 

Chamber Music Society this past March.  

Please visit her website for more information  

www.vivianfung.net  

It is good opportunity for participating students to 

meet the composer to get her feedback on their per-

formances. Also first ðplace winners of each level will 

have the opportunity to perform their pieces at the 

NJMTA conference in November.  

 

For more information on Composer Commission 

Competition please visit www.njmta.com  or e-mail 

me at eunkjk@comcast.net  

 

Application Deadline:  

Wednesday, October 1, 2011, postmark. 

Composer Commission Competition:  
Sunday, November 6, 2011 

Princeton Hall, Westminster Choir College  

 

Eun Ju Kim  

NJMTA Composer Commission Competition 

Chair  

2011 Commissioned Composer (Con.) MTNA NATIONAL WINNERS  

We congratulate 

our national win-

ners at the MTNA 

conference at Mil-

waukee, WI in 

March. Queen Luo, 

a 13-year -old flut-

ist and a student of 

Joseph Lu, was the 

1st Place Winner of the MTNA Woodwind Junior Division. 

Christina Lee and Andrew Liou, both students of Dr. Julia 

Lam were awarded the Third Place for the Senior Piano 

Duet Com-

petition. 

What an 

achieve-

ment in 

the na-

tional 

level! Join 

me in con-

gratulating 

them and 

their 

teachers . 

http://www.njmta.com/
mailto:eunkjk@comcast.net


The National League of Performing Arts, 

Inc. will be hosting a Piano Master Class 

Audition for Seymour Lipkin , a world 

renowned pedagogue and concert pian-

ist, on Saturday, October 15 .  Selected 

students will be given a master class at 

the Alumni Theater at Caldwell College 

on Sunday afternoon, October 30 . Follow-

ing the master class, Mr. Lipkin will be 

performing a 30 minute recital.   Mr. Lip-

kin is a faculty member at Juilliard School 

and Curtis Institute of Music.   The audition 

is open to students ages 11-21.  For fur-

ther information, please visit NLPA's web-

site at   

www.nationalleagueofperformingarts.org   

plaque at the MTNA head-

quarters in Cincinnati, her 

bio and photo are listed 

on the MTNA website.  

Veda Zuponcic began her 

pianistic teaching career 

at Indiana University in 

1967 as a Graduate Assis-

tant, while still a 19 year old un-

dergraduate. Upon completion of 

her Master of Music degree, she 

was engaged by the Philadelphia 

Musical Academy in 1968 where 

she taught private piano and class 

We congratulate 

Veda Zuponcic  

who was desig-

nated as a MTNA 

Foundation Fellow 

for 2011. This 

honor is bestowed 

upon outstanding 

individuals who 

have made a significant difference 

in the music world. She was recog-

nized at the MTNA Gala at the 

2011 National Conference in Mil-

waukee, WI. Her name is now on a 

piano for three years before ac-

cepting a position at then Glass-

boro State College, (now Rowan 

University) in 1971. During her 

almost 40 year tenure at Rowan, 

she has built a reputation as a suc-

cessful teacher of students of all 

ages and all levels of ability, hav-

ing built a prize -winning class of 

students at both collegiate and pre

-college levels. Her interest in pre

-college teaching began as a re-

sult of her work in the former So-

viet Union, observing the strong 

Voice Division 
Seymour Lipkin Piano Master 

Class Audition  

Veda Zuponcic  2011 MTNA Foundation Fellow  

We are very happy to report that there were 23 singers who participated in 

the Spring Recital Auditions this year. There were 5 adults, 4 middle school 

students and 14 high school students. 21 singers were invited to perform in 

the winners' recital. There was one vocal trio this year 

which was received enthusiasti-

cally. It is our hope that even 

more voice teachers will submit 

their students, and that more en-

semble groups and adult singers 

take part in next year's spring 

auditions.    

 

Joy of Singing, LLC and the 

Westerhoff School of Music & Art 

will hold two summer vocal 

workshops in August. (8/6 - 8/12) 

There will be a one -day workshop for adults, and a five -day workshop for 

young singers. The young singer's workshop will perform an evening of 

scenes from Mozart operas. The director and faculty members for the work-

shops are NJMTA members: Li -Chan Chen-Maxham, John Maxham, Sun 

Young Chang and David Iskowitz. For more information please visit 

http// goo.gl/o2Tfk  or write to joyofsinging9@gmail.com  

 

Greetings,  

Li -Chan  

òIt is our hope that even more voice 

teachers will submit their students, 

and that more ensemble groups and 

adult singers take part in next year's 

spring auditions.ó 
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teaching in the preparatory 

schools of the Moscow State Con-

servatory, where she served as an 

Exchange Professor; and as Dean 

of the Moscow Conservatory Sum-

mer Schools. 

Miss Zuponcic has been in fre-

quent demand as a clinician, pre-

senting workshops and master-

classes throughout the world, in-

cluding the Barcelona Liceo, Mos-

cow State Conservatory, Tashkent 

Conservatory, Temple University, 

Eastman School of Music, and the 

Oxford (England) Piano Festival 

among many others. She has been 

a featured Clinician for Minnesota 

MTA, Delaware MTA, Texas MTA 

State conventions; and numerous 

local and regional MTNA chapters, 

including Philadelphia MTA, 

SJMTA, Northern Virginia MTA 

and Delaware MTA.  

 

Her students have been prizewin-

ners numerous national & interna-

tional competitions including 

MTNA National Collegiate, Senior 

and Junior High School Competi-

tions. Her students at Rowan Uni-

versity have won the NJ/MTNA 

competition 15 times since 1995, 

advancing to the Eastern Division. 

Of those students, 6 have ad-

vanced to the National 

competition, and all the 

others received either 

Alternate or Honorable 

Mentions. Of the 6 Na-

tional finalists, 4 received 

2nd or 3rd  place awards. 

This record of success is 

an acknowledgement of 

the solid technical and 

artistic preparation of her 

students over a period of 

17 years. 

 

She has served on juries 

numerous national and interna-

tional competitions, including the 

Gina Bachauer Junior and Senior 

Competitions; Viardo Competi-

tion; MTNA Junior, Senior and 

Young Artists National Competi-

tions; Eastman School of Music 

Competition; Kharkov Ukraine 

Young Artists Competition; and 

Nis, Serbia Young Artists Compe-

tition.  

 

As administrator, Miss Zuponcic 

was chair of the Music Department 

at Rowan University for 9 years; 

she was the Artistic Director of the 

Hollybush Festival in Glassboro, 

NJ from 1982 to 1990, which pro-

duced opera, ballet and concert 

performances. In 1987, the festival 

created a special Soviet -American 

season, bringing the full Kirov Bal-

let to the US; 4 singers from the 

Stanislavsky Theatre in Moscow 

collaborated with American coun-

terparts in a critically acclaimed 

production of Prokofievõs opera 

òLove for three Oranges.ó 

 

Since 2003, she is the Artistic Di-

rector of the Northern Lights Mu-

sic Festival in Aurora, Minnesota, 

which presents three weeks of 

chamber music and opera to the 

northern Minnesota public.  

 

 

Veda, you are very loved and re-

spected by your colleagues and 

friends. NJMTA is very proud of 

you for receiving this honor!  

 

The board is proud to present our newly elected officers. They come with excellent ex-

perience and will insure this organization will continue with outstanding direction.  

President -Elect: Christina Xie  

Membership: Phemie Chien  

Foundation: Elena Benedict  

Community Outreach: Yelena MasottiñCommuniversity  

Recital Audition: Sophia Agranovich ñNorth Jersey Center  

NJMTA Board Nominations 
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Veda Zuponcic (Con.)  


